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I4.y first photograph of your B8 gives a rather intriguing result. 

T&e fibre-. axis repeat which correspond, in TMV, f~ the pitch of the helix, has increased 

fmm 23A t o  

had he-. b.. about 9 with respect t o  "8W, 
materia3 (and are nou proposing t o  look at gzls) ,  

for the dry material 

protein alone hos the pro~erty of plymerising into a helical THV-likje structure, the 

HRA core is necesFaq t o  keep it properly fixed in w i t i o n .  

core, it 
is, of come,  consistent with your obsemtion that B8 is s1iq;htly less rigid than TXV. 

27A. Rich and Dunitz, found, for Newmrk's protein X, that the pitbh 
They worked with oriertated 

In TPTY, the pitch is the came 

the  gel. So that rqg result emem t o  magpat that, althoug the 

In the absence of the 

appmnt ly  undergo a chaoge sirnilcs t o  the stretching of' a spring. Thie 

You mentioned that yoia have a further 10 m.g. of this prepanttion which you 

could sed  mt? if nec8sSru.g. 

homogeneously birefringent solution? 
a -and batch into this form before aexling, it would  be very much worth while. 

There not be- an ultracentrifuge aagwhsr: In this col-, I concentrated thz 

solution you sent 

bag. 

Is it Wssible t o  obtain E8 as R spontaneously and 
If it ia, aad if you w a e  &le t o  concentrate 

*ply by allowing t o  eYaprate slowly thr0Ua;b the dialysis 

Thia pnodu@ed a gel which could b men, in the ~ ~ C T O B C Q ~ ,  t o  be a 2-phase 

systd containi g fibrous regions of rathe low birefringence, suspended 19 tit ma- 
birefrllrgent solution, 

such a material ip, never very g ~ o d .  

chan@ng th pH PA ad4- small quantities of salt, ht failed to obtain a hamgenema 

bireiringemt solut 'an. 

P& X e a y  phot-* is of thicr fibrous gel. Orientation of 

I have trfed the obviotus things, such REI 




